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Summary

The way people browse and study at university libraries
has changed significantly as I'T was introduced and spread
rapidly. The boundary between university archives and
reading rooms has became ambiguous as resources at
libraries increasingly became available online. Learning
Commons’ demonstrates the new concept of browsing and
learning at libraries on the back of universal access to IT.
We conducted a survey for university libraries across Japan
and have received a number of questionnaire back. In fact,
the environment surrounding libraries, regardless of their
public, private, or academic functions, has changed
markedly long before the concept of "Learning Commons"
was introduced. What we discovered through the survey is,
however, that a majority of university libraries have not yet
established any systematic way of educating users how to
use IT to maximise their learning opportunities. Although
having said that, we did find that there are several
university libraries that have started distributing
progressive know-how to users unconsciously adopting the

concept of "Learning Commons".
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